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CHESAPZAIE DUCKS KILIE

3Y PHELICT.ORUS PO.SONING

Dead ducks in considerszble numbers at the hesad of Chssapeake 3ay, partice
ularly near Spesutie Island, Marviand, caused much epeculetion @uring December
and Jenuary as to the cause, and resulted in an investigation by the Diological
Survey of the Urited States Department of Agriculture. The theory first sd-
vanced was that concussioans from k2avy ertillery in the vicinit: of the Aberdecn
Provirg Grounds were killing the birds, but from the investigstion it is found
that all the dead ducks examined bad eatenn phospherus and died from poisoning;

The phoesghorus wes obtained by the cducks vhile feeding in a wild-celery
bed of snall area, where snoke projectiles or grenades containing that chemicgl

s .

had been dropped durirg experimeatal firings from the Aberdeer Proving Grounds.

The number of ducks reported killed in this way was somewhat exaggerated, as is
usual in such disasters, but it probably ‘otaled at least 500 birds in the
racent poisorings end may have considerably exceeded that number.

When the results of the investigation were reported to the Tar Department

the officials promptly adopted measures to prevent a recurrence of the irouble

in accordance with the recormendations of the investigator. At the time the

firings were conducted it was not reaslized that destruction of wild birds

might result, but now that the danger is known officiale of the Proving Ground

have arrangsd to modify their operations g0 as to cause no further mortality
among waterfowl.

50 far as possible devices will be emrloysd to frighten the birds from the
wild-celery beds, where pariicles of phosphorus may still remain undissipated,
and officials have UCPQEG to limit the firing of similar projectiles +to deeper
water or land areas. Possibly some further deathe may result from 501son1ng in
the linited area wnere the projectiles were dropped, but it is hoped that the
poison will be fully digssipated before the birde are permitted to resort there
again, undisturbed by the frightening devices. 71824



